
 

Excerpt from “The First Breath After Drowning” 

By Tannara Young  

Eoway's black hair spilled in a long fall over her white gown. She knelt motionless on the 
curl - the slowly rotating circle that brought all sides of the illusion to each part of the audience. 
Her hands were cupped in her lap. The only part of the illusion that seemed to be centered on her 
was the rain caught in those cupped hands: a shimmer of water, its surface dancing with the 
impact of the drops… 

 
The rain fell harder and the cold wind whipped about the arena. The audience squinted 

through the lashing drops and wrapped their arms around themselves. Even the ones who prided 
themselves on seeing through the illusion, who would pick it apart after, finding all the flaws and 
flat angles, shivered at the sense of being in the midst of a storm. 

The wind moaned with a low, despairing note. The wetness on the people’s lips tasted of 
salt - like sea-spray or tears.  
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