Excerpt from “The Weeper of Kirka”
By Tannara Young

Dario cried out, tripped over a rock and fell to the ground. Now it was completely dark.
He felt in front of himself, trying to find the bank he had just clambered down. "Cilla, Cilla, are
you there?" he shouted.

He grasped a root and pulled himself up. Then the light was back and the air pressed in,
heavy and warm. Pavo lay a few paces away, sprawled out on the ground. Something bent over
him and for a moment, Dario thought it was Cilla. It turned toward him and he saw empty dark
holes in a bone white face. It moaned a horrible broken wail and raising a long-nailed hand,
swiped at Pavo’s face.

"Stop!" Dario yelled. He grabbed a stick and swung it at the figure. It rushed him, hands
extended into claws. The air froze about him. Then it was gone.

Dario stumbled to Pavo. The man’s eyes stared blankly, and he breath came shallowly.
Deep scratches down his cheeks, as if he wept blood.

Dario fell to his knees and shook him. Pavo moaned and shut his eyes, but when he
opened them again they were no longer glazed and fixed. Dario pushed him up, saying "Are you
all right?"

Before Pavo could answer, there was an ear-splitting scream from the other side of the
creek.
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